
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Every Child matters 
Wear orange 
11:15 Virtual Faith in 
Action Assembly 

6pm CSM school 
council meeting 

1 2 

Early Dismissal 
1:15 p.m. 

EVERY Friday 

3 

4 5 
Intramuraul Color 
Team Day 
Wear your team 
color and collect 
points 

6   
12:30 –1:10pm Gr3 
@ Nicholas Sheran 
For P.E.. 

7 Our Lady of the 
Rosary-feast day 

8 recycling 

In Class 
Thanksgiving 
Liturgy 

9 PD NO SCHOOL
for students 

10 

11 12 

NO SCHOOL 

13 Divisional    
Collaboration 

Day 

NO School for 
Students 

14 15 
11:00am Grade 5 
Google meet with 
Dory the Weather 
Person 

16 17 

18 19 20 

12:20-1:10 gr3 @  
Nicholas Sheran for 
P.E. 

21 

Individual school 
Pictures taken in 
the gym 

22 
recycling 

23 
No kindergarten 
Today 

24 

25 26  27 

Gr3 @ Nicholas 

Sheran for P.E. 

28 

Division Board
Meeting 

29 30 31 

October 2020 



Principal Message: October 2020  

"Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus." This unique statement 

in John's gospel tells us of the special relationship Jesus had with 

Martha, her sister, and her brother. Jesus was a frequent guest at 

Martha's home in Bethany, a small village two miles from 

Jerusalem. We read of three visits in Luke 10:38-42, John 11:1-53, 

and John 12:1-9. What these gospels share about Martha is the 

simple statement: "Martha served." She isn't in the spotlight or 

receive spectacular miracles… she simply serves Jesus. Our saint, 

St. Martha, guides us each day as we, the staff of CSM, strive to 

continually serve the wonderful families of our school community.  

The Children of St. Martha Elementary School is known for our 

welcoming and caring school culture. As a staff, every decision we 

make, each action we take, is done to provide the students in our 

care with a feeling of love and support. We take pride in offering 

optimum learning experiences for all of our students. With this 

being said, we will strive to continually promise our best efforts 

to our families and our children.                                                                              

God bless all of our CSM family!  

                                                                                                                       

Mrs. Shannon Collier  Mii ss ta Ki an nis Ki a Kii 

CSM Principal 
                                                                                                                                                                       (Retrieved from: catholic online 

www.catholic.org). 

Welcome to  Ann-Elise Kereliuk Leal (BSW, MSW, RSW)  

CSM Family School Liaison Counsellor 

 Hello students and families of Children of St. Martha my name 

is Ann-Elise and I am very excited to be your new school 

counsellor! I most recently supported Holy Spirit Schools in 

Taber and Bow Island as FSLC. Apart from providing 

counselling support I have worked with at risk children and 

youth, women and children impacted by domestic violence, 

early education and mental health supports. I am very much 

looking forward to using my skill set to serve and build 

relationships with the students and families of Children of St. 

Martha. In my spare time I enjoy time with my husband, being 

in nature as well as walks and cuddles with my dog Holly. 

Looking forward to getting to know you all!  



 

Associate Principal Message: Religious Education and Faith Life 

 

Despite the differences in this school year faith is still our number one priority, and we have 

continued to enjoy our usual faith events in various forms. The division opening mass for staff 

was celebrated by the Bishop at All Saints Parish. Staffs gathered in spaces in their schools that 

allowed for social distancing and watched the mass as a community.  

 

On September 24 we hosted our CSM Opening mass at the school - under current direction 

from the Bishop only one class cohort may attend mass at one time. Our grade 6 class attended 

and participated in the mass. Classrooms could join the mass virtually or watch it later that day 

in their classrooms. After mass classes viewed the previously recorded new school year blessing 

and then Father Monis went to each class and offered a prayer and a blessing for the students. 

The littles were quite enthralled by the splashing of Holy Water. Links to the blessing and the 

mass were shared by email on September 28th 

 

Our first school liturgy will be taking place next week. These will continue to be hosted by 

classrooms but will take place in various formats.  We will share the finished products with 

families through ClassDojo or School Messenger. 

 

With at home learning in the spring the use for the Growing in Faith Growing in Christ website 

grew. We hope that this continues to be a resource that families use to support their students 

learning in religious education. Now that teachers have hopefully had the opportunity to view 

this website in class – the cards with usernames and passwords will be sent home.  

 

We still do not have all the information for sacraments to be completed this year. Last week 

information about virtual reconciliation classrooms was sent home. We will share what we 

learn from the parish as we receive the information. 

 

 

 

 



October 21,2020 
Lifetouch will be once again here to take our school 

pictures. This year it will look different. He will set 

up in the gym as always but there will be no class 

photos just individual pictures will be taken. An 
order form will be sent home with your child's 
proofs and at that time you can pick your package. 



Intramural days 

Every child in our school has been put on a color team and their 

teachers will share that with them. Each month we will have a 

special team day and we collect points for those days. So help 

your team collect points! 

This month our team day will be Monday October 5th,2020

 

Wear Your Team Color 

 

 



 

Chip Fundraiser  

 
Our Chip fundraiser has come to an end. Thank 

You to all who ordered. Our pick up day will be 

October21st. We will notify you before the date to 

inform you on the procedures for pick up here at 

the school. All money raised will  be used to buy 

recess equipment for our students. 

 



This free group is for
youth who want to:

-use their creative side 
to express fears 

and worries
-learn new skills to 

respond to these feelings

Worry Dragons

Family Centre 
Suite 225, 200 - 4 Avenue South
Melcor Centre
Website: www.famcentre.ca

Facebook: @lethbridgefamilycentre 
Instagram: @familycentreyql
LinkedIn: @Family Centre Society of Southern Alberta
Helpseeker: Family Centre

Call 403-320-4232 ext. 240 to register OR

Parent portion:
 online Wednesdays

Oct 14-Nov 18
6:00-7:00 pm

Youth portion: 
in-person Fridays

Oct 16-Nov 20
2:00-3:00 pm

www.famcentre.ca/program to register online 



October
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart!

f

                      To be gracious is to be filled with good will and 
                     to treat others in the loving manner that Jesus  
                      taught us.  

               The Fruits of the Holy Spirit are the observable
    behaviours of people who have allowed the grace of the
  Holy Spirit to be effective in them. One of the Fruits of the
 Spirit is generosity. We often associate generosity as being 
 about giving money. While that can be important if you are 
 able, we try to model for our children that generosity is really 
 more about the giving of ourselves. While it’s important to 
  recognize generous behaviour, we must be careful about  
   rewarding it with youngsters. We teach them that being 
    generous is not about getting recognition or a reward for  
      ourselves. It is about sharing who we are and what we 
         have with others, expecting nothing in return.  

A few years ago, we started the tradition of asking our teachers to 
read the upcoming Sunday Gospel with their students each Friday.  
We wanted our students to learn to consider how the lessons 
of the Gospel stories will help them live their life today. In order 
to now connect this to your home, we have purchased “Mass 
Transit Cards” for you to use as you prepare for Sunday 
Mass.  Included is a simple explanation of the Gospel 
and a reflection question for your family to encourage 
conversation about the Scripture. You can access the 
Mass Transit Cards for October here.

Brainstorm with your children ways to help others with their 
time, treasure, and talent by creating a “Family Foundation”. This 
month, everyone in the family can decide how they will donate 
to the foundation. Perhaps your child will decide to be generous 
with his/her time by playing with a little brother or sister without 
being asked. Maybe your child will decide to donate part of his/
her allowance to a favourite family charity. Perhaps your child 
will discover how to use his/her talents to bring joy to others. For 
example, a budding artist can create a 
chalk picture on the sidewalk for everyone 
in the neighbourhood to enjoy. 

What a wonderful way for your 
children to understand what it 
means to serve and put our faith 
into action!

Catholic Education

Faith & Family

‘Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving:
Let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!’

(Psalm 95:2)

Click here for a printable version of this prayer.

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools  ●  Department of Religious Education  ●  October 2020

This month, we will focus on prayers of thanksgiving, another 
of our beautiful Catholic prayer traditions. Of course this is 
especially appropriate during the month of October when 
we actually mark Thanksgiving Day in Canada. Prayers of 
thanksgiving invoke a spirit of gratitude, of thankfulness for 
God’s many blessings. Every moment of one’s life can become a 
moment of thanksgiving, and thereby of prayer.

It would do our children well if we could respond to our many 
emotions throughout the 
day with prayer. When your 
children are joyful or excited 
about something, encourage 
them to say a quick prayer of 
thanksgiving – “Thank you God 
for our happy hearts!”

Resources:  Praying Together by Karla Hardersen;  
Teaching Kids to Care by Sr. Janet Schaeffler, OP

 Special Days to Remember

4    Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi
7    Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary
12  Thanksgiving Day
16  World Food Day
22   Feast Day of St. John Paul II

Be Grateful

Be Gracious

Transformed by the Journey
Psalm 9:1a

Month of the Holy Rosary

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/File/Faith/eNewsletters/October_2020.pdf
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/File/Faith/eNewsletters/Bedtime-Prayer-of-Thanks-for-Children.pdf
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